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In our presentation…


We will show you how to find and read or download articles or
whole issues of the journal, as well as show other features of the
repository. We will demonstrate how authors submit articles and
reviews using the Digital Commons platform, and discuss how
author’s accounts can be used for corresponding with the editor
and receiving usage reports that show the download frequency and
world-wide distribution of readers of published articles.



Janet Brennan Croft, Editor of Mythlore, will provide a short history of Mythlore, a
behind-the-scenes look at the Editor’s platform and how it is used to assist authors,
editors, and referees in their work on the journal, and will discuss the latest news
about the journal.



Phillip Fitzsimmons, the administrator of the SWOSU Digital Commons
https://dc.swosu.edu/, will discuss the progress of uploading Mythlore and other
Mythsoc publications to the platform. He will use download- and viewer-usage
Dashboard maps to show the increasing international readership of the journal and
what it can mean to contributors.



Benjamin Dressler will discuss his work of creating PDFs and uploading them to the
Mythsoc digital repository.

A short history of the archive








The Al Harris Library has had an Institutional
Repository (IR) since 2008. Our first platform was with
ebrary.
In 2015 Gen. Thomas Stafford (Retired Astronaut)
donated his archive to the library. We contracted with
Bepress because we needed a better platform that
would increase discoverability for our IR to present the
incoming collection to scholars.
I approached Janet Croft about digitizing and posting
Mythlore on the SWOSU Digital Commons
https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/ because I had been
involved with the Mythopoeic Society for a few years
and knew Janet from when we both worked at the
University of Oklahoma.
It has been a great opportunity for everyone involved.

Mythlore
On SWOSU Digital Commons: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/

Mythlore Art
On SWOSU Digital Commons: https://dc.swosu.edu/ml_art/

The Mythic Circle
On SWOSU Digital Commons: https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/

The Mythic Circle Art
On SWOSU Digital Commons: https://dc.swosu.edu/mc_art/

Now let’s hear from Janet ...
I’m going to talk a bit about the history of Mythlore, the transition
from a paper-based to web-based editing process, and how to use the
BePress platform as a reader, an author, and a referee.

First issue: January 1969
 Change in format: 1999
 Early issues hand-typed
and mimeographed;
can be challenging to OCR!
 Issues of determining
rights; no formal author or
artist agreements used till early 2000s
 Index created 2007; has been through several
iterations and is now free online and includes other
Society publications
 A few early issues not online yet; issues 9-38. 4350, and 82-current online, exclusive of the twoissue embargo


THE OLD WAYS…
ARE NOT ALWAYS BEST


How I used to do things







Mail sorter
Excel sheets
Routing tags stapled to
papers
Wrike (task management
program)
System of electronic folders
stored on USB
Emails

• Problem of items “falling through the cracks”
• Problem of changing my primary email address
• Duplication of effort: Tracking both physical and
electronic items AND email

USING THE BEPRESS PLATFORM



The new workflow
Contributor’s first step is to set up or
access account
 Everything related to that submission in
one place: correspondence, revisions,
cover letter, etc. (or at least that’s the
final goal)




Automated communication
Acknowledges receipt
 Reminds me of next steps
 Reminds referees to report


ADVANTAGES FOR THE EDITOR
At-a-glance status of submissions, what
work I need to be doing
 Ease of assigning work to referees and
guest editors
 Ease of transition to a new editor if that
becomes necessary; nearly everything
needed will be in one place
 Acceptance rates and other useful
statistics
 Easy to refer authors to previous work in
their topic


… and now back to Phillip

In the last Two years
Mythlore works posted

1,400 articles and 213 full-page illustrations, the complete content of 98 out
of the 119 issues of Mythlore, 1969 to the present, have been posted July
2017-July 2019. This includes the 63 articles in issue 80, the 1992
conference proceedings. Also, 119 texts and 8 illustrations, of the complete
content of the latest 4 issues of The Mythic Circle were posted during June
2019.

Accessible from anywhere
Mythlore downloads

Mythlore readership has steadily climbed during last two years. There
have been 58,241 downloads since 7/7/2017. This includes the 4,093
downloads for issue 80 since 12/20/2018. The Mythic Circle has had
53 downloads in 18 countries during the past month. This is only the
beginning of its journey on the repository.

The Dashboard view of Accessibility anywhere
Locations of Mythlore’s 57,078 downloads

Mythlore is being read on six continents and in dozens
of countries by serious scholars and casual fans alike.

Top Tens
Mythlore’s most downloaded articles

Mythlore readership interests are simple to identify
and quantify using the Works downloaded report.

Top Tens
Download country locations

The US boasts the highest readership of Mythlore,
but the UK, Germany, and Canada also show strong
interest.

Top Tens
Institutions accessing Mythlore

Universities dominate the type of institutions that
access Mythlore.

An unqualified success



For Mythopoeic Society:
◦ Mythlore is being downloaded thousands of times per
year.
◦ Mythlore and now The Mythic Circle authors have greater
visibility for their scholarship and creative works.
◦ The Mythopoeic Society has increased visibility on the
Digital Commons platform.
◦ Mythlore is only the first project. Other Mythopoeic
Society publications will be posted to Digital Commons in
the future.

Monthly readership report

Back to Janet for some comparison
statistics from other platforms


Mythlore is included in full-text, or just indexed,
on many of the major library database platforms:
◦ Cengage/Gale
◦ Ebsco
◦ ProQuest

On these platforms, you will find Mythlore in
indexes like the MLA Bibliography and Literature
Online
 And yes, the Society gets a bit of money out of all
these arrangements
 But otherwise, why do we need these IN
ADDITION TO the SWOSU archive?


ProQuest statistics

EBSCO Statistics

You heard it here first!
Mythlore has just signed an agreement to
be added to the JSTOR family of
databases
 JSTOR is different from the commercial
database providers
 Will include full run plus Tolkien Journal
 Prestige! Exposure! Statistics!
 Archiving in perpetuity!
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